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The present chapter deals with that disillusionment
whereby the German nation realised that another nation
had contributed to its Revolution, a nation both disliked
and feared. This was a most severe blow to national
pride* Up till then the Revolution had been the subject
of boast; it was the" greatest"; it was entirely German;
German pride was involved in proving that, when at
last it came to acts, Germany could do as well as any
other nation*

It is an undoubted fact that the claim of the Entente
nations to have " brought" Germany to revolution by
inflicting on her a military defeat has entirely passed
over the heads of the German nation* There are now
many German nationalists who are very ready to argue
that the Revolution caused the defeat; the German army
was " stabbed in the back/' as they say, by those of
the home population who could not do their part by
putting up with the necessary privations ; the Socialists,
again, heatedly deny this, and retort with some proof
that the defeat would in any case have come, indeed, was
already there, and was a military fact entirely independent
of the attitude of the home population or of the Revo-
lution* The Revolution, then, did or did not cause the
defeat, according to one's political point of view* But
neither side thinks of arguing that the defeat caused the
Revolution* All parties deny that the nation, brought
to a knowledge of the truth by the efforts of the enemy,
repented, reformed, and in that mood repudiated